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RESEARCH PROPOSAL 
APPLICATION OUTLINE 
TEMPLATE

AGRODEP 2024 Call for Applications 
for Competitive Small Research Grants 
and Publication Support Awards

 

1. Applicant (s) Information

	Lead Applicant
	Name
	Affiliation
	Email
	Telephone

	
	
	
	
	

	Group Members
	Name
	Affiliation
	Email
	Telephone

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




2. Introduction (Max. 1.5 pages)

This section broadly introduces the primary study issue and makes clear the key questions to be addressed. Collaborative research proposals between researchers from different institutions/countries are highly encouraged.

More specifically, answers should be provided to the following questions: 
· How does the study contribute to better policy design and implementation?
· How does the study address gender inequality, excluded (marginalized), and underserved groups?

[Add text here]





3. Rationale and Study Significance (Max. 2 pages)

In this section, an explanation of the rationale for the research proposal and its significance is provided. Issues to be addressed in this section include: 
· A detailed explanation of the problem the study addresses:

· An outline of the problem statement: major problems/issues to be addressed by the study;
· Define the scope of the study and its limitations if any;

· Purpose of the proposed research and importance of undertaking the study:
· What is the context of the study and what are the issues being addressed?
· Why is the study important? How is it a priority for advancing food system transformation in Africa?[Add text here]





4. Literature Review (Max. 2.5 pages)

The aim of this section is the establish the context of the study and its contribution to existing body of knowledge. This part aims to properly situate your proposed study within the bigger scheme of things of what is being investigated, while, at the same time, showing the innovation and originality of the proposed research. In this section, the authors are expected to consider the following aspects:

· What are the major past studies conducted in the proposed study areas and how have they addressed the issues?
· What methods, results, hypotheses, and findings have previous studies brought to the fore? Are there differing authors’ perspectives?
· Compare and contrast the various themes, arguments, methodologies, and perspectives discussed in the literature. Explain the most prominent points of disagreement.
· Evaluate the literature. Identify persuasive arguments offered by scholars. Choose the most reliable, valid, and suitable methodologies.
· Consider how the literature relates to your area of research and your topic. Examine whether your proposal for investigation reflects existing literature, deviates from existing literature, synthesizes or adds to it in some way.
· Show how the proposed study adds new knowledge to existing body of literature.
[Add text here]




5. Methodological Approach (Max. 2 pages)

In this section, the authors are expected to show how the study objectives/research questions will be achieved/answered in terms of data and method of analysis and the underlying conceptual/theoretical basis. Aspects to be covered include:

· Describe the theoretical underpinnings of the study topic;
· Expound on the conceptual framework of the study;
· Describe the data to be used (whether primary secondary and how it will be obtained);
· Describe the analytical methods to be used.
[Add text here]



6. Contribution to Knowledge (Max. 0.5  page)
In this section, describe how your study will contribute to, expand, or alter knowledge about the topic of your study. 
[Add text here]



7. Adherence to the Ethical Principles (Max. 1 page)
Here, the author is expected to discuss the implications of their research on future studies, applications, concepts, decisions, and procedures. 
The authors are expected to highlight how they will adhere to ethical guidelines throughout the study process by ensuring the following: 

· Preservation of intellectual property rights;
· Rights and welfare of research participants;
· Accuracy of scientific knowledge. 
[Add text here]


8.  Budget (Max. 1 page)

In this section, the authors are expected to provide a detailed budget for the study considering the following major items: 

· Data analysis and publication costs
· Research administration costs

	Budget item
	Description
	Amount

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



9. Deliverables and Work Plan (Max. 1 page)
In this section, the authors are expected to precisely indicate the expected deliverables from the study and the associated timelines. Some of the expected deliverables would include: 

· Research report
· Working papers
· Peer-reviewed articles
· PowerPoint presentation
· Policy brief(s)

[Add text here]





10. Dissemination Plan (Max. 0.5 page)

In this section, the authors should indicate all the relevant dissemination activities they plan to undertake including: 

· Conference presentations
· Brown bag seminars
· Policy seminars
· Others (specify)
[Add text here]
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